
LITTLETON & HARESTOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly 11 May 2015 
 
1. The Chairman, Cllr John Biddlecombe, welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially the 
two new Parish Councillors to their first Parish Council meeting, Cllrs Patrick Cunningham 
and Anita Neilson, as well as our new WCC ward councillor, Cllr Paul Twelftree. 

 
2. Apologies were received from Cllr Robert Parker, Cllr Stanley Boyce, Cllr Phil Baughn 
and Hampshire Constabulary. 
 
3. Cllr Biddlecombe then explained that the minutes of the 2014 meeting were not to be read 
out loud, but had been available for all to see on the Parish Council website and hard copies 
had also been provided for all to see at the meeting. He asked whether there were any 
questions or queries on them. There were none mentioned. The minutes were then were 
agreed without amendment. Proposed by Cllr Hilary Saunders and Seconded by Cllr David 
Fountain. 
 
4. Cllr Biddlecombe then gave his report for 2014/15 as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
  
Planning and development 
Planning and development is a subject of great interest to the Parish Council and to many 
residents. As always, we have been making comments to the WCC planning department and 
we will continue to do so. Some applications have been supported, others we have 
recommended that they be refused when we consider them not to be appropriate. We have 
also worked with the Planning Enforcement Officers if there has been a breach of planning 
law in the Parish. Our two Parish Councillors who are on the Barton Farm Forum set up by 
WCC have been attending various meetings and making comment and putting forward their 
views on the various aspects of the proposal. 
 
Highways and Traffic 
Our concern now is that when Barton Farm commences and road works in Andover Road 
take place we will see a large increase in traffic levels through the Parish as drivers try to 
avoid the inevitable delays.  There are continuing discussions with HCC to see what can be 
achieved to mitigate these problems. We are also continuing to discuss with HCC the 
provision of a proper footpath from Deane Down Drove, along Main Road up to Stockbridge 
Road, and we have asked them to review the speed of traffic in Harestock Road and also 
improvements to the pavements in Harestock Road. 
 
Recreation and Play Grounds 
We have continued to provide and maintain the Recreation Ground and play areas in the 
Parish and have added a new climbing cone at Littleton as well as carried out major 
renovation work to the existing equipment at Littleton, with similar work to be carried out 
shortly at Bradley Road, including the installation of a brand new wooden climbing area 
there. We will continue to try and make sure that these facilities are the best that can be 
provided. 
 
In conjunction with the Littleton & Harestock Sports Club, the grant of just under £44K 
obtained from Sport England was successfully spent on improvements to the sports pavilion. 
We also added extra funding, as did the sports club to enable the pavilion to be fully 



renovated downstairs and painted externally. There will be an official opening to celebrate 
this renovation work at some point.  
 
Transport 
We have had meetings with HCC with regards to the bus services in the Parish and the PC 
will continue to make representation to try to ensure that services are not cut back. 
 
Miscellaneous 
I would like to thank a number of people on behalf of the Parish Council, including: 
 
Katie Massey, Millennium Memorial Hall Manager and sports pavilion cleaner for all her 
work 
David Strugnell - Conservation Field Warden 
Alison & Chris Rice - Tumulus Field Wardens and Kennel Lane litter pickers 
Alison Harper & Geoff Toogood - Tree Wardens 
Ros & Andrew Hobbs - who agreed to become Littleton Pond Wardens and Ray Broughton  
North Winchester Community Church - Harestock shops shrub beds 
Gill Street – for continuing to maintain the garden shrubs alongside the Parish office 
Brian Holloway – parish council website and anyone else I’ve missed. 
 
I would also personally like to thank all those Councillors, Parish, District and County, for 
their contributions to the Council, for their time spent in attending meetings and attending 
training courses and anything else which needs to be done. Thanks also to the local 
representatives of the Army from Sir John Moore Barracks and Worthy Down, and to the 
Police Officers who give reports and attend to any request which we may have. 
 
Cllr Biddlecombe then handed over the Parish Clerk to provide last year’s financial report. 
 
Financial Report 
 
5. The Clerk had already distributed copies to all those present of the unaudited accounts for 
the year 2014-15 and then elaborated on various specific items on the income and 
expenditure account, explaining that the accounts were audited firstly by the internal auditor 
(which will be done on 13th May) and secondly by the designated representatives of the Audit 
Commission (the accounts are to be submitted to them by 11th June). These details were 
agreed without amendment, proposed by Cllr David Fountain and seconded by Cllr Vivienne 
Morton.  
 
WCC Councillors’ Report 
 
6. Cllr Byrnes reported on the current WCC planning matters such as the Silver Hill & River 
Park leisure centre and the station approach redevelopment and was trying ensure that the 
concerns of the electors in the local area were going to be met as these progressed. Former 
WCC Councillor, Ms K Learney, then added WCC had built some new council houses over 
the last year, not in this Parish Council area and she understood that building on site at Barton 
Farm was due to start in June.  
  
 
 
 



 
HCC Councillor Report 
 
7. Cllr Bailey reported on his activities which have involved work on footpaths, highways, 
parking and emergency planning including flooding. He will continue to press for the 
requested footpath to be installed alongside Main Road from Deane Down Drove to 
Stockbridge Road.  
 
Public Participation 

8.   There was none.  

There were no further questions and so the meeting was declared closed. 
 
9. The next Annual Parish Meeting will be on 9 May 2016 
 

 


