
LITTLETON & HARESTOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly 9 May 2016 
 
1. The Chairman, Cllr John Biddlecombe, welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially the 
new WCC ward councillors, Cllrs Byrnes and Godfrey. 

 
2. Apologies were received from Cllr Jamie Mead, Cllr Kelsie Learney, Cllr George Sallis 
Mrs V Aspin and Hampshire Constabulary. 
 
3. Cllr Biddlecombe then explained that the minutes of the 2015 meeting were not to be read 
out loud, but had been available for all to see on the Parish Council website and hard copies 
had also been provided for all to see at the meeting. He asked whether there were any 
questions or queries on them. There were none mentioned. The minutes were then were 
agreed without amendment. Proposed by Cllr James Byrnes and Seconded by Cllr Patrick 
Cunningham. 
 
4. Cllr Biddlecombe then gave his report for 2015/16, his last as Chairman of the Parish 
Council. 
 
Planning and development 

The major planning applications which attracted the most comment this year were the 
proposal to develop land in Harestock Road and the installation of an Anaerobic Digester at 
Sparsholt College. Both of these Applications were refused by Winchester City Planners. We 
did join with a number of other Parish Councils to object to the Sparsholt Application, as 
although it was not situated in this Parish, it would have greatly affected the use of the roads 
network in the area in the transportation of the 60K tons of feed per year that the unit required 
to operate and the 50K tons of digestant which would be removed.  

We have also continued to monitor and comment upon the other applications made in the 
Parish. 

The Barton Farm development has stalled, but our Parish Councillors who are on the Barton 
Farm Forum set up jointly by WCC and CALA have been attending various meetings and 
making comment and putting forward their views on the various aspects of the development 
proposal.  However, with the work not proceeding, the next meeting of the Forum is not until 
July. 

Highways and Traffic 

Last October we had a meeting with the HCC Highways Engineers to express our concerns 
with regards to the lack of maintenance of the Highways in the Parish, in particular, the state 
of the grass verges, footpaths, hedge cutting, road markings, gully clearing etc. Very little had 
been done following that meeting until recently when we made contact with a senior member 
of HCC. Some of the work has now been completed or is programmed to be done.  



Following our request to HCC last year for the provision of a proper footpath from Deane 
Down Drove, alongside Main Road up to Stockbridge Road, we have been informed recently 
that the HCC feasibility study for this is nearing completion and we should be hearing 
something fairly soon. However, even if the results confirm that it is possible, it is still not a 
guarantee that the work will be carried out as it will inevitably depend upon funding being 
made available for it.  

Flooding 

We recently attended a gathering at HCC to which all Hampshire area Parish & Town 
councils were invited entitled ‘Working Together’. Unfortunately, the meeting proved how 
very little HCC do work with Parish & Town Councils to achieve this. 

We were informed that a number of areas in the County were benefitting from the 
introduction of flood alleviation measures, but when asked when measures were to be 
implemented in this Parish, there was a complete lack of knowledge and understanding 
amongst those present. This situation has now changed and we are expecting a report and 
proposal which will encompass the issues in Littleton, Headbourne Worthy and Kings 
Worthy as one large overall joined up scheme. 

The Parish Council Flood Action Group has continued to monitor ground water levels at the 
bottom of the village, which we are pleased to report have remained very low this year. 

Recreation and Play Grounds 

This past year we have continued to renew and maintain the equipment in both of the Parish’s 
Playgrounds, spending approximately £29K in doing this. Unfortunately, safety inspections 
and regular audit of the equipment show that some of the equipment is in need of replacement 
or is not fit for purpose and so further expenditure of a similar amount has been budgeted for 
again this year. 

The renovation of the sports pavilion in Littleton has now been completed for which there 
was an official opening last August. We now have a very usable facility for the use by all of 
the sports clubs. 

Transport 

Last year we reported on the massive cuts to the bus service through Littleton, but, following 
pressure by ourselves, we have managed to get HCC to amend the No 7 service to go through 
the village twice a day and also to provide a taxi share scheme one day a week. Although we 
have nothing like the number of buses that we had previously, we do at least have a usable 
bus service once a day. Harestock bus services have remained in good numbers and are 
unaffected by the cuts. 

 

 



Environment 

Last year we invited a representative from RAF Odiham to come and talk to parishioners 
about the frequency of low flying helicopters over the area at night. This very helpful 
presentation was attended by many residents and the number of flights appears to have 
reduced of late. 

We continually monitor the effect of dog walking and fouling in the Parish, particularly the 
Littleton Recreation Ground and the Harestock Road Football pitch areas. We ask walkers to 
keep their dogs under proper control and to clean up after their pets. We have had a number 
of incidents of late where irresponsible owners do not comply with our request and, in cases 
where this continues to happen, we will ask the WCC dog wardens to act on our behalf, and, 
if deemed fit, take legal action against those irresponsible owners. 

Following pressure from us and the Environment Agency, the landowners, Hyde Housing, 
have now agreed to replace the defective sewerage treatment plant in Paddock View, 
Littleton. This installation has not worked properly for a number of years, so it is hoped that 
the eyesore of an aboveground storage tank and the unpleasant odours will soon be gone. 
Work is due to commence on this in June. 

Police Incidents 

Despite a small number of drug related incidents and reports of Anti-Social Behaviour , there 
has been very little to report. Littleton and Harestock remains a very safe place to live. 

Parish Council Website 

The Parish Council now has a new website and this will be used as a source of information 
for Parish Residents on Parish Council matters. There is also a new Parish Community 
website under development which is a totally separate entity. Thanks to George and Tamzin 
Sallis for their work in providing these. 

Miscellaneous 

I would like to thank a number of people on behalf of the Parish Council, including: 

Katie Massey - Hall Manager 

Sarah Sibley -   Cleaner of the Pavilion and our offices 

David Strugnell - Littleton Nature reserve and also advising on our discussions at Paddock 
View 

Alison & Chris Rice - Tumulus Field Wardens 

Alison Harper & Geoff Toogood - Tree Wardens 

Ray Broughton - advising on work to improve the planting around the pond and the island at 
the end of South drive 



North Winchester Community Church - Harestock shops shrub beds 

Gill Street - gardening alongside the Parish office 

 and anyone else I have missed 

I would personally like to thank all those Councillors, Parish, District and County, for their 
contributions to the Council for their time spent in attending meetings and attending training 
courses and anything else which needs to be done. Thanks also to the representatives of the 
Army from Sir John Moore Barracks and Worthy Down and not forgetting our Parish Clerk 
for his work in keeping your Councillors in order and looking after Parish affairs. 

 
Cllr Biddlecombe then handed over the Parish Clerk to provide last year’s financial report. 
 
Financial Report 
 
5. The Clerk had already distributed copies to all those present of the unaudited accounts for 
the year 2015-16 and then elaborated on various specific items on the income and 
expenditure account, explaining that there had been a small amount of reserves used to fund 
all the work undertaken (£2,400), but it had been a very busy year and the money had all been 
well spent. These details were agreed without amendment, proposed by Cllr David Fountain 
and seconded by Cllr Hilary Saunders.  
 
WCC Councillors’ Report 
 
6. Cllr Byrnes reported that following the recently concluded Electoral Boundary review on 
WCC, all 45 new wards had been elected on 5 May and the council now comprised 25 
conservative and 20 liberal democrat members. He, Cllr Godfrey and Cllr Horrill now 
represent the Littleton area as part of a much larger rural ward whilst Cllr Berry, Learney and 
Weir cover Harestock as part of the enlarged St Barnabas ward. He under stood that the next 
meeting of the Barton Farm Forum was due to take place in June. Cllr Godfrey then 
introduced himself to the Parish Council, explaining that he had several years’ councillor 
experience of helping his local Parish Council at South Wonston and looked forward to 
working with Littleton & Harestock in the future.  Cllr JOAN Burgess then asked how the 
changes to the wards boundaries for the recent election were communicated to those without 
a computer as she knew of many in that position who were unaware of the changes and hence 
who to vote for at the recent election. Cllr Godfrey admitted that this was a problem and 
would try to address this in the future. Cllr Weir then introduced herself as a ward councillor 
having already been serving St Barnabas for 4 years and also looked forward to working with 
Littleton & Harestock Parish Council. Cllr Biddlecombe then mentioned that there still 
appears to be some difficulty between WCC and HCC over who is actually going to cut the 
grass verges within certain areas including Littleton, he hoped that this would be resolved 
without further delay as many areas are now looking very scruffy. 
 
HCC Councillor Report 
 
7. Cllr Bailey reported that the electoral boundary review of HCC was nearing finalisation to 
conclude with a very few minor changes and his Divisional area would not be changing. 
However, severe financial cutbacks were now biting into his area of responsibility. Following 



recent Parish Council disquiet over how HCC had failed to respond in good time to requests 
from this Parish Council, he would be continuing to monitor the performance of HCC 
officers very closely as their performance of late to respond to matters raised had not been 
very satisfactory.  Cllr Burgess stated that this situation had applied, as far as she was aware, 
for at least 7 years and it needed to improve. 
 
Public Participation 

8.   Mr B Middleton stated that he believed that there is a little too much reliance on 
computers and software to promote Parish Council business and that perhaps a once a year 
letter drop was still called for to try and engage with Parishioners. The new website was 
looking good but not everyone owns or has easy access to a personal computer to see it. 

There were no further questions.  Cllr Biddlecombe then thanked all those present for their 
attendance and the meeting was declared closed. 
 
9. The next Annual Parish Meeting will be on 8 May 2017 
 


