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 MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 13 April 2015  

at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton. 

 

Present: Mr J Biddlecombe (Chairman), Mrs J Burgess, Mr S Boyce, Mrs V Morton, Mrs H 

Saunders, Mr R Warren, Mr P Highfield, Mr D Fountain and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 

 

Also: Cllr Learney and WO1 (RSM) Tippett 
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Apologies for Absence 

Mr R Parker, Mr P Baughn and Cllr P Bailey (HCC). 
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Declarations of Interest 

Mrs Saunders mentioned that she and Mrs Morton live adjacent to 32 

Andover Road North which is mentioned on the planning schedule. 

Mr Fountain mentioned that he lives in Amport Close and would be 

mentioning a property in that Close under planning. Mr Biddlecombe 

mentioned that he had recently had a meeting with the prospective 

Conservative candidate for WCC’s Littleton & Harestock 

forthcoming district council election at the request of that candidate, 

but that meeting was totally apolitical and only discussed current 

issues of interest to the Parish Council, nothing else, and it was made 

clear at the meeting that there was not to be any political capital to be 

made from that meeting by the candidate, which was agreed. 
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Minutes of the meeting held 9 March 2015  

The minutes of the meeting of 9 March were presented and accepted. 

It was proposed by Mr Boyce and seconded by Mr Fountain that the 

minutes be accepted.  RESOLVED - That the minutes of the 

meeting held on 9 March 2015 be approved. 
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Matters Arising  

Mr Fountain was pleased to report that the caravan that had been 

improperly sited for a long time in the lay by at the bottom of 

Bradley Road has now been removed and taken into the ATR(W), 

thanks to the Army for doing this which they were under no 

compulsion so to do. Mr Warren reported that he had investigated the 

HCC issued notices put up along the track through the wooded area 

on the Army barracks side of Three Maids Hill. It appears that these 

documents are a legal exercise to state by the landowner that there is 

no automatic right of way for the general public to use these tracks 

but there is no intention either to deny anyone such access at present. 

Finally, following the results of the Parish Council election for 2015 

which disappointingly only produced six new Parish Councillors, one 

of the existing Parish Councillors who did not put his papers in to be 

re-elected has subsequently been contacted and agreed to be co-opted 

back onto the Parish Council. In addition, Mrs Burgess has also 

contacted another local resident who has also agreed to be co-opted. 

That now brings the new Parish Council strength up to eight 

councillors with effect from May 11. It was confirmed with WCC 

that until the full complement of 11 councillors are reached that the 

Parish Council can proceed with recruiting more councillors in this 
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way. A poster will also be produced as soon as possible notifying 

residents of the remaining three vacancies which will then be 

distributed to try and encourage further applications.  
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 

WO1(RSM) Tippett from ATR(W) mentioned that an Army married 

quarter resident in Harestock is asking the MoD for permission for 

them to turn a grassed area outside their home into a driveway to 

park their car(s). A decision on this is awaited. He also mentioned 

that he and the Commanding Officer of the ATR(W) look forward to 

welcoming the four members of the Parish Council who can come 

this coming Friday as guests to attend the next passing out parade, 

followed by lunch in the WO & Sgts Mess. Finally, he reported that 

his staff is liaising with the Littleton & Harestock Show Society to 

provide a number of stalls as well as a military band, which has been 

confirmed for the show. 

 

 

 

 

15-

006 

 

15-

007 

 

 

 

15-

008 

 

 

 

 

15-

009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15-

 

Public Participation 

There were no members of the public present. 

 

Police Report 

There was no report received from the Police, however, the 

Neighbourhood watch liaison co-ordinator for the local area 

continues to keep the Parish Council up to date on incidents by email 

which are being passed on.  

 

Planning 

The planning schedule for March was circulated and discussed. The 

only additional matter mentioned was the issue of a static caravan 

remaining in the back garden of 1 Amport Close that had been 

reported to WCC Enforcement. This is apparently to be removed by 

the end of the summer but until then it will be placed on future 

planning reports as an open enforcement issue. 

 

Barton Farm Development 

Mrs Morton reported that she attended the latest meeting to further 

discuss the access roads. The access road at the north end of the 

development had been completed and it is hoped that the other access 

road at the southern end would be started during the summer 

holidays. It would require the closure of Andover Road for two 

weeks as substantial strengthening work to the roads is apparently 

required. Alternative traffic routes will be put in place for the 

duration of that through local subsidiary roads. There is to be a 

Barton Farm community facilities workshop on 28 April but the date 

of the next Forum meeting is not currently known. Mr Warren 

reported that he and Mr Fountain had recently attended, as private 

residents, the gathering on Andover Road North adjacent to the car 

garage, calling for the closure of that road to be reviewed, which was 

attended by the local press as well as something like 100 other 

members of the public. A report of that will be in the next edition of 

the local press. 

 

Littleton & Harestock Show: Mr Warren reported that there is 
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another show committee meeting tomorrow but that the two charities 

to benefit from the proceeds from the 2015 show had been agreed to 

be Homestart and the Kevin Lay Foundation. The Parish Council was 

also happy with the proposed show plan recently submitted. 

Apparently the Show committee are also trying to revive the tug of 

war competition that used to be held every year at the show. 

 

HCC Report: There was no report from Cllr Bailey in his absence. 

 

WCC Report: Cllr Learney reported that there is an independent 

review currently underway into the processes and decision making 

relating to the long running Silver Hill project. She had also recently 

spoken to the residents adjacent to Bradley Road playground who 

were generally quite content with less anti-social behaviour present 

there. Their only concern was a large sycamore tree there that 

spreads its seedlings everywhere. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 

a) Finance: The latest payments list for March was 

presented for consideration and accepted. It was 

therefore proposed by Mr Fountain and seconded by 

Mrs Saunders and RESOLVED – That payments 

totalling £5,492.96 on the March payments schedule 

should be paid. The Parish Clerk also mentioned that 

the annual local council return for the latest financial 

year needed to be approved by the whole parish council. 

Firstly the accounting statements were approved. This 

was done and unanimously supported. It was therefore 

proposed by Mrs Burgess and seconded by Mr 

Fountain and RESOLVED – That the annual 

accounting statements for 2014/15 be approved. 

Secondly, the annual governance statement 2014/15 also 

needed approval. This was done and unanimously 

supported. It was therefore proposed by Mrs Burgess 

and seconded by Mr Fountain and RESOLVED – 

That the annual governance statement for 2014/15 be 

approved. Finally the Clerk asked for agreement to the 

proposed budget for 2015/16 which had also been 

circulated to all Councillors in advance of this meeting. 

This was unanimously supported. It was therefore 

proposed by Mr Fountain and seconded by Mrs 

Saunders and RESOLVED – That the proposed 

annual budget for 2015/16 be approved. 

b) Environment:  Mr Highfield suggested that the Parish 

Council write to thank those responsible for the 

gardening work performed both at Harestock shops and 

at the recreation ground. This would be done 

c) Playgrounds: Mr Highfield & Mrs Saunders reported 

that the three quotes for the replacement of the rubber 

matting and separately for the painting of all the 

equipment had been received and circulated for approval 

before this meeting. The lowest quote for each of these 
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separate pieces of work was approved and work would 

now progress on the painting first before the rubber 

matting is renewed. Also it was agreed to extend the 

fencing to six feet high all along the Bradley Road side 

of the playground as well following concerns voiced 

about footballs being kicked out of the playground over 

the existing low hedging and fencing there. 

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Next meeting takes place 

next week. 

e) Pavilion & Sports Club: Mr Biddlecombe reported that 

the new grounds maintenance contractor was now 

working on our facilities. It had also been separately 

agreed before this meeting by the Parish Council to 

install two sets of speed ramps inside the recreation 

ground following a number of recent near miss incidents 

there. These would be installed on 21 April as well as a 

warning sign to let everyone know about them. 

f) Transport, Traffic and Civil Engineering: Mr 

Biddlecombe stated that he had been informed that there 

is a new person at HCC responsible for the local 

Highways who he had contacted to chase up on various 

highways issues. Mr Fountain reported that the footpath 

between Amport Close and Rewlands Drive has been 

closed off by presumably the contractor working on 

reinstating a retaining wall there but without local 

authority sanction. He would check out whether this was 

indeed the case. Mr Biddlecombe had contacted HCC 

earlier today about what was happening regarding any 

changes to the bus service and had been told that no 

changes had yet been able to be made as HCC have yet 

to find a way ahead on this. Mr Biddlecombe stated that 

he would continue to chase HCC for a resolution to the 

poor services currently now provided outside the school 

terms. Flooding/Emergency plan: Mrs Burgess reported 

that permission had now been given by the MoD for the 

discharge of the water from the new pipe through Fyfield 

and Pitter Close to go onto their land. However, she was 

once again frustrated to hear from the WCC flooding 

project officer that Littleton needs to approach HCC for 

them to provide funding for any other flood mitigation 

work. She would be doing this and copying in the local 

MP to pursue this as well. 

g) Pond: It was agreed that the pond and its surroundings 

are currently looking good despite the damage to the 

plants from last year’s flooding. 
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 

Mr Biddlecombe thanked the parish councillors who are leaving the 

council next month for all their efforts as councillors and stating that 

they would be missed. 
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Date of Next Meeting: The Annual Parish Assembly followed by 

the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
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Monday 11 May 2015 in the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton at 

7.30pm (following the Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the 

Millennium Memorial Hall). 

 


