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 MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 9 February 2015  

at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton. 

 

Present: Mr J Biddlecombe (Chairman), Mr R Parker, Mrs V Morton, Mrs H Saunders, Mr 

R Warren, Mr P Highfield, Mr P Baughn, Mr D Fountain and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 

 

Also: WO1(RSM) Tippett, WO1(RSM) Robinson, Cllr P Bailey (HCC) and one member of 

the public 
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Apologies for Absence 

Mr S Boyce. 
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Declarations of Interest 

Mr Fountain mentioned that he lives in Amport Close and would be 

mentioning a property undergoing work in that Close under planning.  
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Minutes of the meeting held 12 January 2015  

With one small amendment, the minutes of the meeting of 12 January 

were presented and accepted. It was proposed by Mr Highfield and 

seconded by Mr Fountain that the minutes be accepted.  

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 12 

January 2015 be approved. 
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Matters Arising  

None. 
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 

WO1(RSM) Robinson introduced his successor WO1(RSM) Tippett 

to the council and stated that this was his last meeting before 

departing from ATR(W). He has resolved the tree issue in Chestnut 

Ave, but has recently now received a very rude email from another 

resident there regarding noise from a car repair inside the barracks by 

a soldier which is also being resolved. Contact has now been 

established directly between the Parish Council and RAF Odiham to 

progress a visit by them to the Parish Council to explain the reasons 

for the low flying helicopters. Finally, the Parish Council thanked 

WO1(RSM) Robinson for all his help over the past two years and 

wished him well in the next stage of his career.  
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Public Participation 

Nothing discussed. 

 

 

Police Report 

There was no report received from the Police, however, the 

Neighbourhood watch liaison co-ordinator for the local area 

continues to keep the Parish Council up to date on incidents by email 

which are being passed on.  There is another PACT meeting soon 

that Mr Parker hopes to attend on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

Planning 

The planning schedule for January was circulated and discussed, 

specifically in relation to the latest the Welch family application for 
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two self-build properties at the Stockbridge Road end of Harestock 

Road. Following discussion of this planning application, it was 

proposed by Mr Highfield and seconded by Mrs Burgess that this be 

objected to, this proposal was passed by eight votes to one. Mr 

Warren also mentioned that he had been contacted personally by Mr 

A Welch who had informed him that there would another planning 

application forthcoming soon in relation to two more self builds in 

that area. Mr Highfield reported that he had attended the most recent 

WCC Planning Committee meeting as the Parish Council 

representative to speak against the proposed planning application to 

enlarge the property at Bankside, Hilden Way. Despite numerous 

objections to that application which were heard, the recommendation 

by the WCC Planning Officer to accept the planning application was 

upheld by the WCC Planning Committee. Mr Highfield felt that the 

whole process that he witnessed was one which left him wondering 

how such decisions can be made in the face of so much evidence to 

the contrary. Mr Fountain then mentioned the property at 1 Amport 

Close which had had a large side build added to it to create an extra 

separate one bedroom dwelling. However, he was concerned about 

the water supply and underground drainage arrangements for the 

whole of Amport Close as the water and sewerage pipes for that 

property appear to have been left overground there. He is also 

concerned about the large static caravan that remains permanently 

occupied by person(s) unknown in the back garden there. It was 

agreed to report these issues to WCC Planning Enforcement for them 

to investigate. Mr Fountain then mentioned that the recently 

approved extra car park at Henry Beaufort School which had never 

been used for parking vehicles had now had bollards installed on it to 

prevent it from being used and wondered what was going on with it. 

Cllr Bailey agreed to try and find out about this. Finally, Mr 

Biddlecombe mentioned that more details on the possible multiple 

property development at Deane Down Drove proposed by Savills in a 

pre-planning consultation had been supplied recently to the Parish 

Council. There were still concerned about the implications for 

sewerage and drainage as a result of the proposed development. 

These issues have again been raised with the developer 

 

Barton Farm Development 

Mrs Morton mentioned that the archaeological works are now fully 

underway and the work on the northern access road for the 

development continues. There is currently no date either for the next 

Barton Farm Forum or access road meeting to take place. 

 

Littleton & Harestock Show: Mr Warren reported that the show 

committee had asked whether the Parish Council would be prepared 

to consider taking on running the raffle at the show. After discussion, 

it was agreed that this would not be an appropriate activity for the 

Parish Council and an alternative activity such as possible 

demonstration of the local planning portal online would be 

considered instead. 

 

HCC Report: Cllr Bailey reported the following. Highways: I have 

been in correspondence with Diana Wilkins regarding the state of 
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hedging on Main Road between the Kennel Lane / Deane Down 

Drove intersection and Stockbridge Road and I have contacted 

Highways who have looked and will write to the owners of the 

Hedges to ask them to cut back accordingly. Bus Transport: I have 

asked Passenger transport to write to all the Parish Councils 

impacted by the recent bus changes within the Downlands Division 

to start the ‘proper’ consultation again.  This way we can have 

meaningful discussions about the most suitable way to implement the 

cuts. At each discussion with County, I have stressed Parishes are 

well aware that cuts will happen, but what is required is a sensible 

discussion about how these are implemented to make the most use of 

the buses that are left. At present, the timetable will mean that the 

County are throwing good money away by subsidising a service that 

few will use – so the little budget they have is being wasted. I have 

also been in contact with a father of a student at Barton Peveril 

College on the impact of the recent change in operator from Bluestar 

to Wheelers for the E1 / E2 routes between Eastleigh and Winchester 

– this has resulted in students being told that the passes they 

purchased for the year are not valid on the new service! I have asked 

HCC to comment on this if they were aware of this, and if they had 

discussed the matter with Hampshire Education. So far no response 

was been forthcoming from HCC.  Other Matters – Countywide: The 

campaign to get the County to change the ‘charging’ telephone 

numbers has worked and on 2 February, the County Council will be 

replacing its 0845 contact numbers with the 0300 numbers as part of 

improvements to the way residents can access services.  Calls to 

0300 numbers are included in call packages. Customers calling the 

old 0845 numbers will be advised of the change and encouraged to 

use the new 0300 number as a cheaper option for contacting 

Hampshire County Council. A couple of further improvements are 

being made at the same time: The switchboard and general enquiries 

lines will be combined into just one new number covering both 

services, to provide a better customer experience and improve first-

call resolution. The new number for concessionary travel will offer 

an expanded service that includes blue badge enquiries. Further 

improvements will be coming as the Council switch to more digital 

delivery channels. Hampshire Countryside Access Consultation: The 

draft Hampshire Countryside Access Plan 2015-2025 will shortly be 

published on the Council’s website along with an invitation to 

comment.  Hampshire’s countryside access network is extensive and 

diverse, incorporating rights of way, permissive paths and areas of 

public green space. As well as being highly valued by residents and 

visitors, the network provides significant benefits to health and well-

being and to the local economy. Whilst satisfaction levels overall are 

high, the network needs to meet changing needs in a way that 

provides the most widespread benefit.  The Countryside Access Plan 

describes the actions needed over the next decade to tackle the issues 

identified through recent surveys and discussion with stakeholders. 

The consultation will start on Friday 30
th
 January and finish on 

31
st
 March.  It will be online on the HCC ‘Have your say’ 

consultations at this webpage: 

http://consultations.hants.gov.uk/active.aspx  

and on the Countryside Access Plan webpage: 

https://office.hants.gov.uk/owa/,DanaInfo=.aey4355u3iIrlz66Ow5BSC5,SSL,SSO=P+redir.aspx?C=-FmzIGZb50aCryqTe8et60VfIVC_DtII-j4hZAQi9neg9_Hv2et5ecBePvAy9BcwTCiWupUTbBA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fconsultations.hants.gov.uk%2factive.aspx
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http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside/access-plans.htm   

 

WCC Report: No report was provided nor anyone present. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 

a) Finance: The latest payments list for January was 

presented for consideration and accepted. It was 

therefore proposed by Mr Fountain and seconded by 

Mr Baughn and RESOLVED – That payments 

totalling £77,315.67 on the January payments 

schedule should be paid. The Parish Clerk also 

mentioned that the internal auditor would be visiting to 

review the most recent records on 3 March. 

b) Environment:  Mrs Saunders was pleased to report that 

the fence of BT telephone exchange at the bottom of 

Harestock Road had been partially painted, but she was 

still trying to ascertain when other renovation work 

would be taking place there. 

c) Playgrounds: Mr Highfield & Mrs Saunders reported 

that the wooden play trail for Bradley Road would be 

installed in April and the matting has already been 

extended around the basketball combination equipment 

as has the work to make the area under one of the bench 

seats less muddy. It has also been agreed that the 

complete repair of all the soft pour rubber matting at 

Bradley Road would be undertaken as funding for this 

had become available, quotes for this would now be 

obtained. It was also agreed that a quote from 

professional painters would be obtained to renovate all 

the equipment needing painting at Bradley Road, as 

raising a painting working party would not be easy to do 

based on recent experience of trying to do this at the 

Littleton playground.  

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Nil except the next 

meeting takes place next week. 

e) Pavilion & Sports Club: Mr Biddlecombe reported that 

the grounds maintenance contract tender was now out to 

three companies for return by noon on 23 February for 

assessment and placement of the new contract to start 

from 1 April 2015. To help ensure probity of the tender 

opening, Mrs Morton and Mr Fountain agreed to be 

present at the Parish Office for the opening of the tenders 

at noon on 23 February. Mr Biddlecombe was also 

concerned about the amount of vehicle movement across 

the cricket field recently and it was agreed to write to the 

sports club to request that such movements are kept to an 

absolute minimum. 

f) Transport, Traffic and Civil Engineering: Mr 

Biddlecombe stated that he and Mr Highfield had a 

positive meeting with the Head of Passenger Transport at 

HCC who had agreed to see if there was anything that 

could be done to change the bus schedule to provide a 

more useful service. He was to report back on this. Mr 

 

https://office.hants.gov.uk/owa/,DanaInfo=.aey4355u3iIrlz66Ow5BSC5,SSL,SSO=P+redir.aspx?C=-FmzIGZb50aCryqTe8et60VfIVC_DtII-j4hZAQi9neg9_Hv2et5ecBePvAy9BcwTCiWupUTbBA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww3.hants.gov.uk%2fcountryside%2faccess-plans.htm
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Fountain mentioned his concern about the caravan in the 

lay-by in Bradley Road that had been there now for some 

time and no enforcement agency appeared to be prepared 

to try and remove it. He was also concerned about the 

absence of yellow lines in the car park beside the 

Harestock shops: both issues he would be reporting to 

WCC and HCC councillors for action. 

Flooding/Emergency plan: Mrs Burgess reported that she 

had had a meeting with the Chairman of Headbourne 

Worthy Parish Council at Littleton recently and shown 

him how the water flows through the village and down 

across the Army land to Andover Road, as he wasn’t 

aware of the lie of the local land. She had also had 

another meeting with the MoD lands staff and had left 

things with the Fyfield & Pitter Residents Association 

for them to obtain formal permission from the MoD for 

their proposed underground pipe. The local MP, Steve 

Brine, had also informed everyone that Parliament had 

agreed to permit the submission of repair and renew 

grants beyond the end of March to June this year, so that 

work such as this underground pipe can be arranged, 

undertaken and paid for. 

g) Pond: Nil.  
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 

Mr Biddlecombe mentioned that with the forthcoming elections in 

early May, there will be no chairman in post to chair the Annual 

Parish Assembly meeting on 11 May until after that assembly. Other 

councillors did not think that this was a problem and so the matter 

was left for the present. WCC Elections staff is due to send out the 

necessary papers shortly for those who wish to stand for election in 

May and these would be disseminated in due course. Mr 

Biddlecombe also mentioned that there needs to be a conversation 

with the webmaster who had raised his concerns about the Parish 

Council element of the Littleton and Harestock community website 

that he looks after to establish exactly how it operates and whether 

the Parish Council needs to set up its own website or not. It was also 

agreed after discussion that the production and delivery of Parish 

Council newsletters twice yearly would continue for the time being. 
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Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 9 March 2015 in the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton at 

7.00pm. 

 

 


