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 MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 12 January 2015  

at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton. 

 

Present: Mr J Biddlecombe (Chairman), Mr S Boyce, Mrs V Morton, Mrs H Saunders, Mr R 

Warren, Mr P Highfield, Mr P Baughn and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 

 

Also: 25 members of the public, Cllr K Learney and WO1(RSM) Robinson 
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Apologies for Absence 

Mrs J Burgess, Mr D Fountain, Mr R Parker, Mrs L Barnes and Cllr 

P Bailey. 
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Declarations of Interest 

Mrs Saunders and Mrs Morton mentioned that they live close to 32 

Andover Road North mentioned on the planning report.  
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Minutes of the meeting held 8 December 2014  

The minutes of the meeting of 8 December were presented and 

accepted. It was proposed by Mr Boyce and seconded by Mrs Morton 

that the minutes be accepted.  RESOLVED: That the minutes of 

the meeting held 8 December 2014 be approved. 
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Matters Arising  

None. 
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 

WO1(RSM) Robinson reported that he was not aware of any 

substantial adverse feedback from local residents regarding the 

Christmas function held in a marquee. He is still trying to get a 

person from RAF Odiham to come down and explain about low 

flying RAF helicopters in the area. There are some issues with 

overhanging trees in Chestnut Avenue which he is trying to have 

resolved and due to recent world events there are now increased 

security patrols around the barracks. He will bring his successor 

along to the next meeting which will be his last as RSM of ATR(W). 
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Public Participation 

There were a significant number of members of the public present 

solely for the presentation by the Welch family regarding their 

proposal to redevelop their land along Harestock Road/Kennel Lane. 

One other member of the public wished to discuss the disturbance 

caused to him by the Army evening function recently which was 

agreed to be done privately outside the meeting with the RSM. Mr A 

Welch was thus asked to give his presentation to the gathering about 

their outline planning application proposals. After the presentation 

by Mr Welch, there was much discussion and questions. At the end 

of this, Mr Biddlecombe asked for the item to be considered by the 

Parish Councillors over the next few days as they had not had a 

chance to fully familiarize themselves with the details of the 

proposal. The one and only hard paper copy (running to well over a 

hundred pages) of this application had only been received by the 

Parish Council from WCC on Friday last. This would be done. 
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Police Report 

There was no report received from the Police, the Neighbourhood 

watch liaison co-ordinator for the local area continues to keep the 

Parish Council up to date on incidents by email which are being 

passed on.   

 

Planning 

The planning schedule for December was circulated and discussed 

without further questions relating to the Welch family application. 

 

Barton Farm Development 

Cllr Learney reported that there are archaeological works being 

undertaken on the site and the work on the northern access road for 

the development now continues. There is currently no date for the 

next Forum meeting to take place. Mrs Morton confirmed this is the 

case at present.  

 

Littleton & Harestock Show: A further £128.18 donation had just 

been received as a result of the Show’s Sunday church service 

collection which will help with the continuing two Parish Council 

playgrounds renovation work. 

 

HCC Report: Cllr Bailey was not present but reported that he had 

received a very unsatisfactory response from the Head of Passenger 

Transport at HCC on his question about what consultation had taken 

place on the recent changes to local bus services. 

 

WCC Report: Cllr Learney reported that the Silver Hill 

redevelopment planning application is still not yet finalized but that 

nonetheless it is expected that work will start there in the next few 

months. There is to be a commercial development on the land 

adjacent to the County Records Office on station hill and WCC is 

also considering how to redevelop the cattle market car park to best 

advantage. There are no problems with the next financial year’s 

WCC budget, but there are problems looming to future ones 

apparently. Mr Warren asked about the final outcome of the 

Boundary Commission review. Cllr Learney stated that WCC had 

been unable to agree one overall final response to the Commission, 

due to internal political difficulties and so each individual political 

party had made their own responses and their response to this was 

now awaited. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 

a) Finance: The latest payments list for December was 

presented for consideration and accepted. It was 

therefore proposed by Mrs Morton and seconded by 

Mr Highfield and RESOLVED – That payments 

totalling £3,874.95 on the December payments 

schedule should be paid. In addition, Mr Biddlecombe 

asked that the Parish Council agree to payment of the bill 

for the contractor Brymor who had not successfully 

completed all their work on the sports pavilion. All other 
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kitchen and electrical work had also now been completed 

there as well. The Brymor bill including VAT came to 

£66,443.30 (£55,369.42 less VAT). It was unanimously 

agreed to that this bill should be paid once the grant of 

£44,389.00 from Sport England was received. It was 

therefore proposed by Mr Highfield and seconded by 

Mrs Morton and RESOLVED – That the Brymor bill 

of £55,369.42 ex-VAT for pavilion renovation work 

should be paid. 

b) Environment:  Mrs Saunders was pleased to report that 

the BT telephone exchange at the bottom of Harestock 

Road had received a coat of paint to the outside white 

fencing but that the remainder of the facility remains to 

still be tidied up and renovated. She will continue to 

monitor the situation and chase BT as required on this. 

Mr Fountain in his absence had passed a request to know 

if Cllr Learney could find out when the leaves would be 

swept up from around Harestock and Mr Biddlecombe 

stated that the same situation applied to Littleton. Cllr 

Learney agreed to find this out. 

c) Playgrounds: Mr Highfield & Mrs Saunders reported 

that they had been investigating the procurement of a 

wooden play trail installation for Bradley Road plus 

having the matting extended around the basketball 

combination equipment and getting the area under one of 

the bench seats made less muddy. The total cost quoted 

for all this would be £6,261 and it was agreed to go 

ahead with all this work at that cost but with the request 

to be made to the selected contractor that payment be 

made after 1 April 15. Mr Highfield agreed to take this 

forward. A quote was also obtained for the complete 

repair of all the soft pour rubber matting at Bradley Road 

which came out at £14,000, far too much for the Parish 

Council to fund, so after discussion, it was agreed that a 

bid would be made to the Lottery fund to see if that 

would assist with funding that work and other alterative 

quotes would also be obtained to see if the cost could be 

reduced. Finally, Mrs Saunders reported that a painting 

working party would be needed for Bradley Road which 

she was still to try and arrange. Once this was set up the 

parish Clerk would obtain more supplies of paint and 

other necessary cleaning equipment for that work.  

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Nil. 

e) Pavilion & Sports Club: Mr Biddlecombe reported that 

the grounds maintenance contract tender was in the 

process of being prepared for it to be sent out to three 

companies in time for assessment and placement of the 

new contract to start from 1 April 2015. 

f) Transport, Traffic and Civil Engineering: Mr 

Biddlecombe stated that as a result of pressure from the 

local MP on HCC he and Mr Highfield were having this 

week a meeting with the Head of Passenger Transport at 

HCC to see if there is any way of possibly amending the 
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new bus service timetable to make it more feasible to 

local residents to actually use. HCC have made some 

repairs to Harestock Road’s damage pedestrian 

pavement. 

Flooding/Emergency plan: Mrs Burgess was not present 

but the Parish Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s 

Emergency Planning sub-committee met on 17 

December in the Parish Office and agreed to purchase a 

pay as you go mobile telephone for emergency use as 

well as a dozen high visibility vests with the Parish 

Council’s name on the back of them and the Chairman of 

Headbourne Worthy Parish Council had been in touch to 

meet to discuss co-ordination of flooding mitigation 

measures locally. This request had been passed to Mrs 

Burgess to meet him. Mr Boyce noted that, according to 

the Environment Agency, local water levels are still 

below the seasonal norm. 

g) Pond: Nil.  
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 

Nothing mentioned. 
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Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 9 February 2015 in the Henry Beaufort School, Harestock at 

7.00pm. 

 

 


