
1   

 MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 9 March 2015  

at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton. 

 

Present: Mr J Biddlecombe (Chairman), Mrs J Burgess, Mr S Boyce, Mrs V Morton, Mrs H 

Saunders, Mr R Warren, Mr P Highfield, Mr P Baughn, Mr D Fountain and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 

 

Also: Cllr Byrnes, Cllr Learney, WO1 (RSM) Tippett, WO1 (RSM) Worth and five members 

of the public 
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Apologies for Absence 

Mr R Parker and Cllr P Bailey (HCC). 
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Declarations of Interest 

Mrs Burgess mentioned that the whole Parish Council has been 

invited to attend a passing out parade followed by lunch at the ATR 

(W) in the spring and Mrs Saunders and Mrs Morton stated that they 

live adjacent to 32 Andover Road North which is mentioned on the 

planning schedule.  
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Minutes of the meeting held 9 February 2015  

The minutes of the meeting of 9 February were presented and 

accepted. It was proposed by Mr Baughn and seconded by Mr 

Highfield that the minutes be accepted.  RESOLVED - That the 

minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2015 be approved. 
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Matters Arising  

One matter was mentioned by Mr Biddlecombe: the new draft 

electoral arrangements for WCC recently reviewed by the Local 

Government Boundary Commission. The recommendations for this 

have now been published for comment and include a draft 

recommendation stipulating that eight of this Parish Council’s 

members represent Harestock and the remaining three represent 

Littleton as the parish area is recommended to be split between two 

new WCC electoral wards. Harestock is set to become part of the 

new St Barnabas ward and Littleton to become part of the new 

Wonston and Micheldever ward. The Parish Council are going to 

challenge this recommendation as it is felt that this is not workable 

for the Parish Council as it stands. This will be done. 
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 

WO1(RSM) Tippett from ATR(W) introduced the new Worthy 

Down RSM, WO1(RSM) Worth, to the council. WO1(RSM) Tippett 

then mentioned that the Commanding Officer of the ATR(W) would 

like the Parish Council to attend one of the next passing out parades 

in either  April or June. Attendance will be agreed. WO1(RSM) 

Worth introduced himself as the brand new RSM for Worthy Down 

station and reported that the building work is now well underway 

there, but there was nothing else to report at present. The Clerk 

mentioned that it has been agreed with RAF Odiham that they will 

send representatives to come and give a presentation to the parish on 

the reasons for local military helicopter low flying activities at the 

Parish Council meeting on 8 June at Henry Beaufort School. 
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Public Participation 

Mrs Showan and the other four members of the public present spoke 

about the problems associated with vehicles parking inconsiderately 

by the island adjacent to the end of South Drive, causing difficulty 

for them and their visitors as well as access for emergency or other 

delivery vehicles there. Mr Biddlecombe stated that he had had a 

meeting with a representative of HCC Highways about this that very 

day who had suggested that an unbroken white line be painted 

opposite the end of South Drive but, other than reporting these 

instances to the police, who would be obliged to come out and 

investigate that there was little else that could be done. The school 

buses which use the road there to pick up and drop off children every 

day would also be contacted by HCC Highways to ask them not to 

use that slip road, but the main road instead to try and help alleviate 

the problem as well. A local mother who lives adjacent to the area 

who knows many of the other local parents has also agreed to speak 

to as many of those who park in the area when collecting/dropping 

off children as she can, to try and persuade them to change their 

parking habits. And, in future, if any properties in the area are having 

building work carried out through the planning application system, 

those properties will be asked by the Parish Council to ensure that 

they do not allow their contractors vehicles to be parked in an 

inconsiderate place/position in that area. 

 

Police Report 

There was no report received from the Police, however, the 

Neighbourhood watch liaison co-ordinator for the local area 

continues to keep the Parish Council up to date on incidents by email 

which are being passed on.  

 

Planning 

The planning schedule for February was circulated and discussed. It 

is understood that the Welch family application for forty-five 

properties along Harestock Road will be going to the WCC planning 

committee in April for its decision. Mr Warren explained that the 

resubmission application in respect of 32 Andover Road North has 

now been supported as the proposed property was substantially 

reduced in size and proportion. Mr Fountain then mentioned the 

property at 1 Amport Close where the large static caravan remains 

permanently occupied by person(s) unknown in the back garden 

there. WCC Planning Enforcement has now agreed to once again 

investigate this. Finally, Mr Biddlecombe mentioned that the Parish 

Council had received a third planning application from the Welch 

family, this time in respect of two more self-build properties along 

Harestock Road. It was agreed that this application would also be 

objected to on the same grounds as for the other self-build 

application. 

 

Barton Farm Development 

Mrs Morton reported that she attended the latest Barton Farm Forum 

which discussed two WCC papers on implementation and progress to 

date on the development and the probable start date for building to 

start. There is no date at present for a meeting to further discuss the 
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access roads. 

 

Littleton & Harestock Show: Mr Warren reported that there is 

another show committee meeting tomorrow and they had also asked 

for suggestions on local charities to benefit from the proceeds from 

the 2015 show. Several suggestions were made which Mr Warren 

would take to the show committee. 

 

HCC Report: Cllr Bailey, in his absence, provided a report on the 

following: Highways Matters: Pedestrian Footpath along Main 

Road Littleton. I have forwarded a letter to Highways from a resident 

concerned about the danger of pedestrians walking in the road. The 

letter was well timed as I was working with Highways on revised 

costings for the footpath.  I hope to have an update on the new 

costings by the next meeting.  Henry Beaufort School vehicle 

access and parking: I have now had a reply to my letter regarding 

the issues I raised in East Woodhay Road. They are looking to 

change the main entrance/address away from East Woodhay road.  

They will remind staff and visitors not to park in the road. With 

regard to the ‘bollards’ they have had to erect these as there has been 

a planning challenge where there has been an objection to the change 

of use from Grass to occasional parking.  The bollards were installed 

in an attempt to respond to the objections so as to make it just for 

occasional use. (One person’s solution another person’s problem!) 

The matter is with Winchester City planning and they are working 

with City Councillors to see if they can resolve this. Mr Warren also 

mentioned that he had seen a HCC planning notice at the top of 

Three Maids Hill regarding public use of the wooden land on the left 

of the Andover Road as you leave Winchester. He would investigate 

this further. 

 

WCC Report: Cllr Learney reported that the Silver Hill 

development is in some disarray at present as reported in the media. 

The Friarsgate car park will be closing to the general public at the 

end of March as it is no longer safe to use. She also mentioned the 

Electoral Boundary review as did Cllr Byrnes and it was agreed, as 

mentioned under Matters Arising earlier in these minutes, that further 

advice would be sought from the legal staff of WCC on the draft 

recommendation being made on this Parish Council as a result of that 

review. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 

a) Finance: The latest payments list for February was 

presented for consideration and accepted. It was 

therefore proposed by Mr Fountain and seconded by 

Mrs Saunders and RESOLVED – That payments 

totalling £6454.72 on the February payments 

schedule should be paid. The Parish Clerk also 

mentioned that the internal auditor carried out a 

successful visit on 3 March with only one comment 

regarding the need for the Parish Council to vote on the 

Parish Clerk’s pay award for 2014/15. This was done 

and unanimously supported. It was therefore proposed 
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by Mr Biddlecombe and seconded by Mr Fountain 

and RESOLVED – That the Parish Clerk’s salary for 

2014/15 be increased in accordance with the newly 

revised National Joint Council pay scales for local 

government employees. The Parish Council website 

was then discussed, following a recent meeting between 

the webmaster, the Parish Chairman and Parish Clerk. It 

was agreed that the Parish Council needed its own Parish 

Council website and not be a small part of another larger 

wider community website, as is currently the case. Work 

to take this forward would now be undertaken. It was 

also agreed to produce one more final paper copy version 

of the Parish Council newsletter later this month for 

distribution to all households that would state on it that 

future editions would be produced electronically and 

found only on the Parish Council website, unless 

individuals specifically request a hard copy from the 

Parish Clerk. 

b) Environment:  Mr Biddlecombe reported that the local 

Women’s Institute, as a part of its 100 year anniversary 

celebrations nationally, had asked the Parish Council for 

permission to plant a substantial number of plant bulbs 

on the island at the end of South Drive and also in a 

suitable place in Harestock. Both of these requests were 

agreed, with an appropriate site in Harestock to be found. 

Mr Fountain then mentioned the caravan that remains 

illegally parked in a public lay-by towards the bottom of 

Bradley Road that no law enforcement agency appears to 

wish to address. Cllr Byrnes agreed to have WCC look 

into this as a matter of urgency. Mr Fountain then asked 

Cllr Learney about the two clothing charity bins that had 

been installed a year ago in Harestock shops car park 

without consultation by WCC, replacing the existing 

ones there. He asked how much had been collected and 

what had been given to the Hants & IOW Air Ambulance 

and the Salvation Army (whose receptacles had been 

replaced) and also asked how much was in the fund 

arising from these collections that could be called on by 

the local community, as stated on the side of them. The 

reply was that the Air Ambulance and Salvation Army 

received what they would have done normally from their 

own collection bins. However, no figures were given. It 

was also reported by Cllr Learney that there was no 

money for local good causes. 

c) Playgrounds: Mr Highfield & Mrs Saunders reported 

that the wooden play trail for Bradley Road has now 

been installed and the quotes for the replacement of the 

rubber matting and painting of all the equipment are still 

being obtained.  

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Nil. 

e) Pavilion & Sports Club: Mr Biddlecombe reported that 

the three grounds maintenance contract tenders had been 

received back and opened in the presence of three Parish 
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Councillors by the Parish Clerk. These had been assessed 

and, based on the prices and references obtained, the 

cheapest tender from Green Smile Ltd was recommended 

to be accepted. Their tender would save approximately 

£5,000 a year on the Parish’s grounds maintenance costs. 

This was agreed and it was therefore proposed by Mr 

Biddlecombe and seconded by Mr Fountain and 

RESOLVED – That the tender from Green Smile Ltd 

for grounds maintenance for Littleton & Harestock 

Parish Council be accepted at a fixed price for the 

next three years from 1 April 2015. Action would now 

be taken for the new contract to start with them from 1 

April 2015. Mr Biddlecombe also mentioned a recent 

dog control incident that had occurred at the Littleton 

recreation ground. The Clerk had had a weeks ago to 

speak to a dog owner at the recreation ground for not 

adequately controlling her two dogs which were causing 

a nuisance to others. Since then, there had been three 

separate verbal complaints about the same two dogs 

being inadequately controlled. The Clerk therefore spoke 

to the owner a second time earlier this month stating that 

unless the dogs were adequately controlled they would 

be banned from using the recreation ground. The Parish 

Council endorsed this approach. Mr Biddlecombe then 

concluded by stating that he had received a letter back 

from the dog owner complaining that she felt she was 

being victimized over this. Mr Biddlecombe agreed with 

all present that he would respond to this letter outlining 

the need for the owner to adequately control her two 

dogs and that the Parish Council could not and would not 

allow such uncontrolled dog behaviour to pass without 

comment. 

f) Transport, Traffic and Civil Engineering: Mr 

Biddlecombe stated that he had a positive meeting that 

day with a member of HCC Highways, Mr M Court, who 

had agreed to see if there was anything that could be 

done about progressing the lack of a footpath along Main 

Road from Deane Down Drove as well as discussing the 

area around the island at the end of South Drive, as 

mentioned earlier in these minutes. Mrs Saunders 

reported her continuing concern over the condition of the 

pavement along Harestock Road which Mr Biddlecombe 

agreed to discuss further with HCC. Mrs Burgess 

requested that the signs for Harestock Lodge Hotel be 

removed as it is no longer a hotel and the pot holes at the 

end of North Drive be attended to as well. These would 

be reported for action.  

Flooding/Emergency plan: Mrs Burgess reported that 

water levels remain below seasonal average, which is 

good and Cllr Byrnes stated that Littleton had received a 

total of £112,000 central government funding through 

the repair and renew grant system following last year’s 

flooding problems. Work on the underground pipe 
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through Pitter Close continues, with permission still 

being sought formally from the MoD for the discharge of 

the water from that pipe to go onto their land. 

g) Pond: It was agreed that the pond and its surroundings 

are currently looking good despite the damage to the 

plants from last year’s flooding.  
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 

Mr Biddlecombe mentioned that the necessary paperwork for those 

who wish to stand in with the forthcoming Parish Council elections 

in early May had now been received from WCC Electoral Services 

staff with a closing date for receipt of 4pm on 6 April. Those who 

wish to stand for re-election need to ensure that they meet this 

deadline and present their paperwork in person, having booked an 

appointment with WCC to do so. 
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Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 13 April 2015 in the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton at 

7.00pm. 

 

 


