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MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 14 December 2015  
at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton 

 
Present: Mr J Biddlecombe, Mrs H Saunders, Mrs A Neilson, Mr R Warren, Mrs Burgess, 
Mrs V Morton, Mr J Mead, Mr P Cunningham, Mr G Sallis and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 
 
Also: Cllr P Bailey (HCC) 
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Apologies for Absence 
Cllr P Twelftree, Ms K Learney and PCSO Harley sent their 
apologies.  
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Declarations of Interest 
Mrs Saunders and Mrs Morton mentioned that they live near 1 
Harestock Close mentioned on the planning schedule and Mr 
Biddlecombe mentioned he lives next to Paddock View which is to 
be mentioned as a standalone item and he is also adjacent to the Land 
on Littleton Lane also mentioned on the planning schedule.  
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Minutes of the meeting held 9 November 2015  
The minutes of the meeting of 9 November were presented and 
accepted. It was proposed by Mr Cunningham and seconded by Mrs 
Neilson that the minutes be accepted. RESOLVED: That the 
minutes of the meeting held 9 November 2015 be approved. 
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Matters Arising 

a) HCC Meeting with Hampshire Parish and Town Councils 
on 11 November called “Working Together”: Mr 
Biddlecombe reported that he and Mrs Morton, along with 
many other Hampshire Town and Parish Council 
representatives, had attended this gathering organized and 
run by HCC in Winchester. Following a presentation by HCC 
on flooding mitigation measures put in place by HCC, Mr 
Biddlecombe was disappointed to hear from the HCC 
responsible officer giving that presentation, that there had not 
been any knowledge of the recent flooding issues at Littleton, 
although there was clearly plenty of knowledge of other 
flooding issues elsewhere in Hampshire. Other issues 
mentioned at the gathering included a proposal by HCC for it 
to join with Southampton and Portsmouth City Councils as 
one overall entity to obtain permission from central 
government to keep the income raised by business rates 
under the central government initiative called “Devolution”.  
There was also mention of the intention by HCC to cut back 
the opening hours of the household waste recycling sites to 
further save money, as HCC is required to look at all its 
current expenditure with a view to making savings. All Town 
and Parish Councillors there were concerned that tasks 
supposedly currently being carried out by HCC (and to a 
lesser extent by WCC), which might be curtailed as financial 
savings measures, might be attempted to be passed to Parish 
Councils to fulfil, but Parish Councils do not have the 
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resources to do this, and would then be perceived by the 
general public to be the ones who are failing them. 
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 

No report or apologies given. 
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Public Participation 
Nil. 
 
 
Police Report 
PCSO Donna Bidle, was unable to attend, but produced the following 
report: 
This report details incidents from 08/11/2015 – 13/12/2015. Anti-
Social Behaviour: No reports of ASB in Harestock or Littleton. 
Burglary to a dwelling: Between 13/11/15 and 15/11/2015 180 
Buriton Road was burgled, rear patio doors smashed and wallet plus 
Euro cash stolen. Non-Dwelling Burglary: No reported non dwelling 
burglaries. Criminal Damage: Two damaged vehicles reported in 
Abbotts Ann Road, overnight 13/11/2015 – 14/11/2015. No suspects 
or lines of enquiry. Drugs: No reports of drug dealing/use within 
Littleton and Harestock. Theft from motor vehicle: No reports of 
theft from motor vehicle in Harestock or Littleton. Theft of pedal 
cycle: No reports of theft of bicycles in Harestock or Littleton. Theft 
of vehicle: No reports.  
If you have any information relating to the incidents above, please 
call us on 101. Alternatively if you have any information you wish to 
pass to us then again call us on 101, email on address below or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Also in the wider area 
recently we have had a few reports of burglary, they have entered via 
insecure windows and doors. If everyone could please bear this in 
mind and make sure properties are secure. 
 
 

PCSO  
Planning 
The planning schedule for November was circulated and briefly 
discussed.  Mr Warren had been in touch with the neighbours 
adjacent to 37 Winslade Road to find out why that application is 
taking so long to be determined. He discovered from them that there 
had been recent national legal decisions made on developer 
contributions to affordable housing which have been challenged and 
reversed in court which have caused local policy on developer 
contributions to affordable housing to have to be changed and hence 
cause this delay in this case. A final decision about this application 
should now follow soon. Mr Biddlecombe reported that, following an 
approach by owners of land at the end of South Drive, a meeting 
between him, Mr Cunningham, the Parish Clerk and two 
representatives of the landowners had taken place on Friday 11 
December at the Parish Office. The representatives explained that, in 
exchange for consideration of supporting a planning application for 
this land to be developed, they were prepared to help try and offset 
the local flooding problems there with a sustainable underground 
drainage system. It was pointed out to them that the local flooding 
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problems were not a simple thing to fix, that their land is outside the 
development boundary and Littleton has a zero housing target. After a 
full and frank discussion, the representatives left with a better 
understanding of how their land sits in the local area and any plans for 
its possible development. It is not known whether any formal 
planning application to try and develop their land will be made to 
WCC. 
 
Paddock View Sewerage System 
Mr Biddlecombe stated that the Environment Agency have given 
Hyde Housing the opportunity to set up a meeting in early January to 
discuss exactly when and how they intend replacing the whole 
sewerage system there. He will be attending this meeting when it 
takes place. 
 
Barton Farm Development 
Mrs Morton reported that the latest meeting of the Barton Farm 
Forum was cancelled  She has, however, reported the confusing white 
lines painted on the Andover Road that suggest that there is a turning 
right lane only as you drive north on that road out of Winchester and 
you approach the new entrance into the development on the right. The 
entrance is not in use as yet, but the white lines suggest this and are 
causing confusion to motorists as a result. It has also been agreed by 
HCC Highways that Andover Road will remain classified as a 
highway at the very end of the development and thus could be 
reopened if required to ease traffic congestion. 
 
Littleton & Harestock Show 
Mr Warren reported that the Show Society at its recent AGM and 
dinner in November had presented two cheques of £1,500 each to the 
two chosen charities which was an increase to the original £1,000 to 
each. Nothing else to report, next meeting is in January. 
 
County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Bailey reported on three issues: Firstly, the intention of HCC to 
cut the opening hours of household waste recycling centres. Secondly, 
he had attended the meeting in HCC Highways on 16 November 
about the possibility of doing something to look at providing a 
footpath along Main Road. It was agreed that HCC Highways will 
undertake a feasibility study and traffic and pedestrian survey to look 
at this next year. Finally, he mentioned the Street Reach charity, a 
detached youth work project that organizes football sessions at Henry 
Beaufort School every Friday evening, cost £1 for those aged 11-18. 
It was agreed to advertise the existence of this. Following this overall 
report, Mr Biddlecombe then spoke about the meeting that the Parish 
Council had organized on 24 November at the Littleton sports 
pavilion which HCC and WCC officers had attended to explain what 
they were doing to mitigate future flooding in Littleton. There was 
nothing that they had actually to report to the Parish Council, but 
merely offered to set up a working group to look at possible options. 
Mr Biddlecombe then, as a result, asked Cllr Bailey to represent the 
Parish at a meeting on Wednesday 15 December being held in HCC 
with their senior responsible officer, Mr C Murray, Head of Strategic 
Planning together with the HCC councillor for Headbourne Worthy, 
Cllr J Porter, to discuss possible flooding mitigation proposals for this 
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area. Cllr Bailey agreed to do this and report back to the Parish 
Council on what transpires at that meeting. He will also ask why Mr 
Murray has requested that no Parish Council representatives be 
allowed to attend that meeting. Finally, Mr Biddlecombe asked 
whether Cllr Bailey was aware of any progress regarding the possible 
application for a biomass energy converter being proposed to be put 
in at Sparsholt College. He was not aware of any developments on 
that. Mr Warren then asked if the Parish Council were content with 
the draft recommendation of the Local Government Boundaries 
Commission for England in respect of the small revision to the size of 
the HCC elected area for Hampshire Downlands that includes this 
Parish Council area, extending the boundary to Stoney Lane. It was 
felt that, as there was no significant change, and there would remain 
one single county councillor representing the whole Downlands area, 
as we had requested, there was no further comment to make to the 
Commission. 
 
 
District Councillors’ Report 
No councillors present and no report provided. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 

a) Finance: The latest payments list for November was 
presented for consideration and accepted. It was 
therefore proposed by Mrs Burgess and seconded by 
Mr Mead and RESOLVED – That payments totalling 
£4082.28 on the November payments schedule should 
be paid. The Finance Committee had met on 4 
December and discussed whether or not the precept 
needed to be increased for 2016/17. After discussion, it 
was unanimously agreed at that meeting to recommend to 
the full Parish Council that the precept be raised by 10%, 
making the overall parish budget for 2016/17 to be 
£99,464.  The details relating to this increase were then 
discussed by all councillors and, at the end of the 
discussion, voted upon. It was therefore proposed by 
Mr Cunningham and seconded by Mrs Saunders and 
RESOLVED unanimously that the precept would be 
raised by 10% for 2016/17, making an average Band 
D property having to pay an extra £5.44 in 2016/17, 
that property paying overall £59.83 to the parish 
council, up from £54.39, making the overall Parish 
Council budget £99,464 for 2016/17.  Mr Sallis then 
reported that the new parish council website that he and 
his wife are working on would be ready as a draft to view 
for comment in early January. 

b) Environment: Nil 
c) Playgrounds: Mrs Saunders reported that she is waiting 

contact from the playground contractor on his 
recommendations regarding replacement of the 
roundabout at Bradley Road which has been confirmed 
as now needing to be replaced. 

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Mrs Neilson reported that 
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she is trying to persuade the other hall Trustees of the 
worth of installing an overhead projector there, but 
despite the relatively low cost of this added facility for 
users, she is encountering stiff resistance to this request 
at present. 

e) Pavilion, Sports Club & Recreation Ground: The 
redecoration of the stairs and upstairs of the sports 
pavilion and electrical works had both now been 
completed and replacement of the hand dryer in the 
disabled toilet had had to be carried out. Installation of a 
new separate extra water heater for all the toilet sinks is 
to be carried out in the New Year. The Parish Clerk then 
reported that he has issued a final warning to the 
irresponsible owner of a dog who uses the Littleton 
Recreation Ground to exercise the animal that, either the 
dog is put under proper control, or, if not, it is banned. 
He has also arranged for the production and installation 
of three new large warning signs requesting all users to 
keep both the recreation and playgrounds litter and 
rubbish free (two signs for Littleton and one for Bradley 
Road). 

f) Transport, Traffic & Civil Engineering: Mrs Burgess 
reiterated that further news is awaited from HCC 
following the meeting to take place on the subject of 
flood mitigation measures for the local area on 
Wednesday 15 December between the two local HCC 
councillors and the HCC desk officer, Head of Strategic 
Planning, Mr C Murray. 

g) Pond: Mr Broughton is still working on a plan for 
planting on the island opposite the pond. 
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 
Mr Biddlecombe was pleased to be able to read out a letter of thanks 
to the Parish Council received at the beginning of the meeting from a 
grateful local resident concerning the decision made rapidly by the 
Parish Council to provide permanent netting for the two small goals 
on the recreation ground back in the summer. The netting has meant 
that these goals are now being extremely well used by various 
different recreation ground visitors for impromptu football matches 
and kick-abouts. 
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Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 11 January 2016 in the Henry Beaufort School at 7.00pm.  

 


