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MINUTES OF THE LITTLETON & HARESTOCK  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Monday 11 July 2016  
at the Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton. 

 
Present: Mr P Cunningham (Chairman), Mrs H Saunders, Mr J Mead, Mr R Warren, Mrs A 
Neilson, Mr G Sallis and Mr C Tee (Clerk) 
 
Also: Cllr J Byrnes (WCC) 
 
16-
046 

Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Bailey (HCC), Cllr Weir (WCC), PCSO Bidle, Mr J 
Biddlecombe, Ms K Learney, Mrs J Burgess and Mr D Fountain sent 
their apologies. 
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Declarations of Interest 
Mrs Neilson stated that she lives at 28 Main Road which is 
mentioned on the planning schedule which is also near 2 Bercote 
Close mentioned on that document. 
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Minutes of the meeting held 13 June 2016  
The minutes of the meeting of 13 June were presented and accepted. 
It was proposed by Mrs Neilson and seconded by Mr Mead that the 
minutes be accepted. RESOLVED: That the minutes of the 
meeting held 13 June 2016 be approved. 
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Matters Arising:  
a. Local government devolution in Hampshire: Mr Cunningham 

reported that he and the Parish Clerk had attended a briefing 
at Whiteley Town Council on 28 June by the Chief Executive 
of HCC about the possible changes to the way local 
government might be delivered across Hampshire in the 
future under the overall banner of devolution, as requested by 
central government to try and save money in the delivery of 
local government services. It was a very interesting briefing 
and at the end it was announced that HCC are to conduct a 
public consultation at the end of July on what the residents of 
Hampshire want as their future local government model, 
based on a number of different suggestions to be relayed in 
that consultation. There are other possible local government 
models also being proposed within Hampshire by other 
authorities and it will be interesting to see what is finally 
agreed by central government on this.  There is still a lot of 
work to be done by all Hampshire local authorities on this 
before central government decide what they want to see 
happen in Hampshire. 

b. Possible procurement of an Automated External 
Defibrillator: Mr Cunningham stated that, following the 
previous month’s meeting, at which a request was made by 
the sports club for a defibrillator to be provided at the sports 
pavilion, work had been carried out by the Parish Council 
into effects and consequences of the procurement of such a 
device. Councillors expressed continuing concerns as to 
whether the acquisition of such an item would result in the 
Ambulance Service being increasing its response time for 
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residents in the area as a whole.as has been suggested in the 
national media recently (Daily Telegraph online 8th 
November 2015: 
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/nhs/11982591/NHS-accused-of-
scadalous-999-response-time-policy.html), and questioned 
the suitability of the Pavilion as its location. Accordingly, it 
was agreed that the Parish Council Trustees of the 
Millennium Memorial Hall would approach the other 
Trustees of the hall as to whether they would be prepared to 
have such an item on the side of the village hall as it was 
considered that if this equipment was to be located in the 
village, that this would be the most appropriate place for such 
an item for the community (visitors and residents alike) as a 
whole. Further work would also be carried out to determine 
whether there is in fact any denigration of the ambulance 
response time should a defibrillator be in the vicinity of an 
emergency call. 
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Military Report: Sir John Moore Barracks/Worthy Down 
WO1 (RSM) Tippett was not able to be present.  However, there 
continues to be speculation about the MoD possibly looking to try 
and release that land from military use. Nothing definitive on this is 
known at present. 
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Public Participation 
None 
 
 
Police Report 
PCSO Bidle was unable to attend and did not produce a report. 
However, Mrs Saunders did mention that there had been a potentially 
fatal road traffic accident at the end of Littleton Lane where it joins 
the Stockbridge Road towards the end of May; something which the 
Parish Council had been warning the Highway authorities about the 
possibility of such an event at that location for some time. 
 
 
Planning 
The planning schedule for June was circulated and discussed. Mr 
Cunningham then reported that he and the Vice-Chairman, Mr 
Biddlecombe, had recently attended a meeting at Sparsholt College 
along with representatives from the Parish Councils of Sparsholt and 
Crawley at the College’s behest about their intention to submit 
another application to have a green gas mill built on their land at 
Sparsholt, he had also attended a second meeting at the college with 
other Parishes on a subsequent date. The meetings were used to 
discuss various traffic and transport issues which caused the previous 
application to be rejected by WCC planning and brought forth 
concessions from the College that, if such a facility is built, they will 
not have any of the large vehicles delivering the necessary feed for 
the gas mill coming through Littleton and that they will only use 
Harestock Road within specified times to avoid causing further traffic 
disruption at peak times in the local area and would not allow 
vehicles across the Andover Road where they would normally turn 
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into Harestock Road. All vehicles used are also to be fitted with GPS 
so that their movements can be monitored so that if there are any 
transgressions these can be acted upon. There are to be a maximum 
of 9 movements at the peak growing season; none before 9am and 
none after 3pm. The College is now to put their second planning 
application into WCC for this facility. Mr Warren then mentioned 
that he was still waiting to hear from WCC about who made the 
decision to remove the large mature tree from near the end of 
Bramshaw Close. Cllr Byrnes agreed that he would look into this 
further for him. 
 
 
Barton Farm Development 
Mrs Saunders reported that the development at Barton Farm has now 
restarted in earnest at the beginning of this month, following 
agreement being reached between the land owners and Cala over the 
value of the land there. The next WCC hosted Barton Farm Forum is 
to take place on 13 July at the Millennium Memorial hall in Littleton 
which is open to the public to attend and has been advertised as such; 
Mrs Saunders will attend as the Parish Council’s official 
representative. 
 
 
Littleton & Harestock Show 
Mr Warren reported that he will be attending the next show meeting 
tomorrow and that the current chairman has temporarily stepped 
down. The show programmes have been printed and are now being 
distributed locally. The Parish Council were unanimous in their 
acceptance of the final plan for the show layout and Mr Mead agreed 
to set up a roster of councillor volunteers to man the Parish Council 
stall, which, it is hoped, will offer people the opportunity to use a 
computer to access the WCC planning portal, among other things. 
 
 
County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Bailey was unable to attend this meeting, but did send the 
following report: Adult Services consultation: Adult Services are to 
undertake a consultation on some proposed changes to how the 
Authority charges people for adult social care support. The 
consultation will open 15 June and close on 26 August. The analysis 
of the responses from the consultation, along with recommendations 
from Adult Services, will be reviewed and decisions made in October 
2016. Adult Services are ensuring that as many people as possible 
will have the opportunity to respond to the consultation. The 
department will be writing to approximately 12,000 service users as 
well as a further 300 stakeholders. Staff from Adult Services will also 
be meeting key stakeholder groups to present information relating to 
the proposed changes to them and to hear people’s views. Any 
recommended changes from the department if agreed following 
consultation, may affect how much some people pay towards their 
care. For more details about the proposals and a link to the 
consultation questionnaire document, please visit the following 
website: www.hants.gov.uk/pfc-consultation i.e. more cuts are on 
their way. Waste Prevention Survey: Food waste - developing the 
“Love Food Hate Waste” campaign at a local level: Home 
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composting - increasing the sales and use of home composting bins 
via the national framework, Bulky waste - increasing the diversion of 
material for reuse. The programme, branded as Hampshire’s lifestyle 
and waste prevention initiative, Smart Living is estimated to have 
already secured a waste reduction of 4,112 tonnes and avoided over 
£200,000 of waste disposal fees. Furthermore, specifically in terms of 
food waste, it is estimated that the average family sized household in 
the UK can save as much as £60 per month by making sure the food 
they buy is not wasted and so it is anticipated there will have also 
been financial benefits at a household level. In order to help HCC 
work even better with residents in the future and to help evaluate the 
impact of our initiative over the past year, HCC have now compiled a 
waste prevention survey which we would be very grateful if you 
could spare the time to complete as a Hampshire resident. The 
survey, which will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and is 
open until the end of July, can be accessed by clicking on the 
following link: 
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=145794700975 
Potholes: May 1,039 Potholes repaired in May 2016 across 
Hampshire. A new patching machine is being trialled across the 
county to tackle potholes and edge defects. The ‘Roadmaster’ is 
operated by a single person, and can complete an average repair in a 
short period of time. This means that hundreds of metres of patching 
can be carried out in a single shift. It can operate successfully in both 
rural and urban areas, and, because it mixes material to use on site, 
there is no waste. Mobile Library Closures impact reduction 
measures: I have asked the County to look at what measures they 
have taken to minimise the impact of the removal of the mobile 
Library Services. This is the response I received to the request to 
make sure we try and assess the impact and also monitor how best we 
can help those residents who had enjoyed the service. All Mobile 
Library Service (MLS) customers have received a letter providing 
confirmation of the decision and outlining the alternatives which are 
proposed. We also sought the opportunity to ask customers whether 
they might be willing to Volunteer as we are actively recruiting to 
both the Summer Reading Challenge and Home Library Service. To 
date we have received 40 applications (from the 2230 letters) from 
customers who wish to be considered for the Home Library Service. 
We are quietly confident that this additional load on the service can 
be accommodated within the existing cohort of volunteers. A further 
letter was sent out last week to the 20 Parish Councils (including 
South Wonston) located within communities which were the largest 
users of the MLS, offering free learning sessions upon request which 
could be delivered in any community setting with Wi-Fi, possibly 
being incorporated to an existing coffee morning/lunch club. The 
learning session will be similar to the one which was delivered to 
Select Committee last week providing practical information which 
will enable customers to download the Library App on to their own 
device. A short video has also been prepared which is now on our 
website http://www3.hants.gov.uk/emagazines(scroll down to the 
bottom of the page for the video clip). Also within the letter we have 
asked Parish Councils to let us know whether they already have any 
existing or proposed community transport arrangements which have 
the potential to be harnessed to bring communities in to their local 
libraries. In terms of decommissioning the existing mobile vehicles, 
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we have made arrangements to move stock to existing branches and 
any surplus stock will be offered free to communities for them to 
collect at end July ’16. The next piece of work will be to complete a 
gap analysis for communities with limited access to public transport. 
The outcome of this work will inform the forward strategy around the 
need for community transport to bring customers into our Libraries. 
If you have any problems or you have any parishioners who are 
having problems do let me know I will take this up with Library 
Services. Future traffic management policy: The cost cutting 
proposals is to concentrate where KSI-killed seriously injured-occur. 
Any, what HCC call “community led initiatives,” can only go ahead 
if the parish or district pays for them. So what is a community led 
initiative? Essentially it is all the safety work that we put in to 
prevent accidents where we can see a danger arising. So road humps, 
lower speed limits, chicanes, pedestrian crossings and so on. This is 
another example of cutting central budgets and devolving costs to 
other bodies. Devolution: You may have seen some media reports 
implying that a Solent combined authority and devolution deal has 
been agreed with the Government. This is not the case; it is a local 
procedural step, one that HCC have been expecting, and not any kind 
of confirmation by the Government at this stage.  HCC have been 
aware for some time that our three unitary neighbours (Isle of Wight 
Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council) 
have been in discussions about forming a combined authority 
between themselves.  This is because the County Council’s recent 
confirmation that it is not prepared to join a Combined Authority for 
the Solent unless and until Hampshire residents are consulted means 
that it is not possible for county districts to join the proposed deal 
until a later stage. The unitaries are therefore now preparing to take 
reports to their Cabinets over the next few weeks authorising their 
Leaders to approve the results of a local governance review which is 
now under way.  Portsmouth published their Cabinet papers recently, 
hence the media stories.  If the reports are agreed, that will trigger a 
subsequent consultation on the specific tri-unitary Solent proposal 
that will run alongside our own planned consultation on a number of 
different options, including the previous Solent proposal involving 
five districts. The Solent governance review could result in a 
recommendation to establish a combined authority between the three 
unitaries. If it does, and if a subsequent consultation is favourable, the 
Secretary of State needs to determine whether it would improve the 
delivery of statutory functions in the area. If he is satisfied of this, he 
could then proceed to lay the necessary order in Parliament. If the 
combined authority were established, theoretically in April 2017, 
Hampshire districts could be eligible to join, assuming the same 
statutory tests are met.  The press statements indicate that an elected 
mayor could then be introduced from May 2018. So, as you can see 
the matter is not clear, not straightforward, and there may well be 
many twists and turns. HCC has stated that it would want to do a 
planned consultation before any decisions were taken, but also recent 
post Referendum issues may delay matters. So much more time will 
be consumed as various bodies and individuals and authorities pitch 
with their own vested interests, and I suspect will take away time, 
which should be spent on front line/community issues. 
 
District Councillors’ Report 



6   

 

 

 

 

 

16-
057 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Byrnes reported that he is arranging for a six week public 
consultation on the parking and traffic policy for the city to go live 
very soon on WCC’s website. He is also aware of discussions taking 
place between the MoD, HCC and WCC regarding possible changes 
to the parking arrangements in place at the bottom of Bradley Road 
opposite the playground. Funding will need to be found by the Parish 
Council should it be decided to make any changes to those 
arrangements. Finally, he mentioned that WCC are hoping to set up a 
community governance review of the Parish Council at some point in 
the near future. Cllrs Learney & Weir also supplied the following 
report by email: Planning: Harestock Road: We have both objected to 
the Harestock Road development on the same basis as previously and 
will keep a watching brief. The restart on Barton Farm makes it less 
likely that an appeal based on lack of a 5 year land supply will be 
effective. Council policy: A paper written by the two of us is going to 
Cabinet this Friday asking for permitted development rights to be 
removed from homes built under Local Plan policy CP2. The policy 
is designed to ensure that more small homes (2 & 3 bed) are built to 
satisfy local needs and help with affordability but in a recent local 
case the developer has marketed what were meant to be small homes 
as having rooms in the roof and as soon as building control approval 
was given added the extra rooms under permitted development rules. 
The development also made no affordable homes or Community 
Infrastructure Levy contributions which added insult to injury. The 
Council has to be using every tool in the box to stop developers 
running roughshod over local people and we will keep fighting for 
that to happen. Barton Farm: As you are aware work has restarted on 
Barton Farm although we don’t know what the final deal with the 
college was and whether this will impact on the financial viability of 
the scheme and affect contributions to the community such as 
affordable housing. We are still unhappy that it is proposed to lease 
the land to the east of the railway line to the Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight trust without any public consultation on what local people 
would like to see there – the fencing of the area for cattle will leave 
only a very small part of the site accessible. The Barton Farm Forum 
meets at Littleton on Wednesday and this will give updates on the 
design for the Old Andover Path and community facilities. 
Local Issues. Local community facilities: We have been talking to 
representatives of the local Churches as well as Weeke community 
centre to understand their aspirations and what they would like to do 
for the local community. While there are currently no City Council 
funds available all parties have some funds of their own. It makes 
sense to co-ordinate improvements to avoid duplication and 
maximise the chance of public money being spent in the area. 
Harestock road junction: Phil Bailey has been working on this and 
some progress has been made although trying to get County to cut 
grass properly at the moment is a losing battle. Local governance: 
Anne has been elected Chair of the Winchester Town Forum which 
has instigated a look at potential future governance including 
parishing of the Winchester Town area and how this might fit with 
devolution proposals currently circulating including the County 
proposal for a unitary authority. This could well end up being tied in 
to what will happen at Barton Farm and any proposals from Littleton 
& Harestock parish council. However, it now seems unlikely that any 
change will take place at City and County level, at a meeting attended 
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by Kelsie last week, Local Government Minister Greg Clark said he 
wouldn’t impose solutions in areas unless all the Councils agreed 
and, of course, Government focus is likely to be elsewhere.  Parking 
in Weeke: The proposals to introduce a residents parking scheme are 
going ahead broadly as planned. Restrictions are weekdays 10-4 and 
will still allow parking for two hours so will only impact long stayers, 
principally Peter Symonds students & commuters. Although not in 
the parish this will affect local people currently parking in Weeke to 
access shops, buses etc., those of us who get annoyed with 
inconsiderate parking in areas such as Bereweeke Avenue and there 
is the potential for some of the parking issues to move towards 
Harestock. Highway verges and maintenance: While County grass is 
an eternal problem, the City contractor is catching up on the backlog 
of grass maintenance. The City grounds maintenance contract is up 
for renewal and we will be looking at what we want to see change 
going forward. Input appreciated. Environmental improvements: 
Local councillors are concerned that City and County budget cuts are 
leaving very little being spent on local environmental maintenance 
and improvement whether sorting out verges, providing better 
parking areas or planting new shrubs and trees. The town forum is 
investigating having an improvement fund to run on a similar basis as 
the estates improvement budget for Council home areas. While this 
won’t cover Harestock it may be something the Parish Council wants 
to think about too. Buses: The town forum has agreed to continue 
funding the very late weekend 3 & 5 bus services but the issue has 
been raised about the Parish Council making a contribution as these 
do serve Harestock as well as the Town area. City Council issues: 
Leisure Centre: The Council looks very likely to do further work on 
the project to build a new leisure centre on playing fields at Bar End 
although this still needs to be agreed by full council. Cabinet has 
agreed (although the Leader and Deputy dissented) that this should 
have a 50m pool which can be split into 2 rather than a 25m pool. It 
is unclear where the additional £4.5m of funding required can be 
found, it also creates problems with fitting in a larger centre and the 
associated additional car parking on the site. Extra income from the 
larger pool is forecast to be relatively small. The University of 
Winchester has offered £6m of funding as a new centre adjacent to 
the running track will boost its sports education and a much larger 
sports hall can be used much more for competitive sport – it is 
unconcerned about the pool size. There remains the distinct 
possibility that the financial cost will prove too great and the Council 
will end up doing a refurb of River Park. Station Approach: The 
design competition to select a scheme for the area in front of the 
station and the cattle market car park has taken place. With only two 
firms left in the competition after three others dropped out, there was 
concern about the narrow choice of designs. Both firms have 
produced schemes which are very large and were scored poorly by 
the design panel. Because of the procurement route chosen the views 
of the public could not be taken into account and cabinet had to 
choose to proceed with the highest scoring scheme or start again. 
Cabinet will make a decision on Friday but a go-ahead will still need 
to be agreed by full council. Silver Hill: The project is effectively 
restarting from scratch with a working party of Councillors having 
been set up to develop a supplementary planning document (SPD) to 
cover the area previously proposed for development, the Middle 
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Brook St car park and the Brooks shopping centre. As the aim is to 
have the SPD in place by the end of 2018 don’t hold your breath for 
anything to happen soon. 
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Sub-Committees and Other Reports 
a) Finance: The latest payments list for June was presented 

for consideration and accepted. It was therefore 
proposed by Mrs Neilson and seconded by Mr Mead 
and RESOLVED – That payments totalling 
£22,119.51 on the June payments schedule should be 
paid.  

b) Environment: Mr Cunningham reported that he and Mr 
Biddlecombe had attended a meeting with HCC 
Highways and WCC representatives at Littleton on 30 
June to discuss multiple highways issues for the area, 
including the provision of a footpath along Main Road 
towards Stockbridge Road. HCC have advised there is no 
funding currently available for this but there might be 
money available from the Barton Farm developer 
contributions for improvement work along Harestock 
Road. They did at the meeting agree to look into 
providing signs to restrict HGV movements in the area 
and to paint the word “Slow” on various local roads. Mrs 
Saunders reported that the remedial work along Andover 
Road North is still awaited to make good the areas that 
had been worked on recently by contractors and the grass 
is now so high in the central reservation there where it 
has not been cut, it is actually impossible to see whether 
there are vehicles approaching; she will continue to press 
for action on these issues. Mr Cunningham added that 
area adjacent to the roundabout at Three Maids Hill also 
needs a lot of weeds clearing from it as it currently looks 
totally overgrown. 

c) Playgrounds: Mrs Saunders was pleased to report that 
the annual safety inspection reports for both playgrounds 
had not identified any significant problems needing to be 
addressed at either playground and, with the exception of 
repainting the large play unit and replacing the bench 
seat at Littleton (due next week), all other improvement 
work had been completed both there and at Bradley 
Road. The expenditure so far was well within the budget 
set for the playgrounds. 

d) Millennium Memorial Hall: Mrs Neilson reported that 
the next meeting of the Hall Trustees would take place 
next week. 

e) Pavilion, Sports Club & Recreation Ground: Nil. 
f) Transport, Traffic & Civil Engineering: Nothing more 

to add to this subject area. Mrs Burgess was not able to 
attend this meeting, so there was no update on flood 
mitigation work. 

g) Pond/island opposite: Mrs Neilson reported that she is 
trying to enlist the help of volunteers to assist with the 
possible planting of the island at the end of South Drive. 
To date no-one has offered any help. She will put a 
request into the local press to see if that brings anyone 
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forward.  
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Items for noting, AOB or for inclusion on next month’s agenda 
The AGM of HALC is to take place on the morning of Saturday 22 
October at Hartley Wintney and a volunteer from the Parish Council 
was asked to attend. No-one has yet volunteered. 
 

 

All 
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Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 8 August 2014 in the Henry Beaufort School at 7.00pm.  

 


